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Instrumentation 
 
 

3 flutes (3rd dbl. piccolo) 
3 Oboes (3rd dbl. English horn) 

3 Bb Clarinets 
3 Bassoons 

4 Horns 
3 Bb Trumpets 
2 Trombones 

1 Tuba 
Percussion (3 players) 

1. Bass drum, woodblock, suspended cymbal, bell tree 
2: Tam-tam, Maracas, Tenor Drum, Snare Drum, Triangle, Timbale  1 & 2 

3.  Temple Blocks, Tam-tam, Vibraslap, Xylophone, Crotales 
Timpani 

Harp 
Strings 

 
  

 
Program Note 

 
The title	Piping the Earth	is a phrase from the ancient Chinese text 	by the philosopher 
Zhuangzi. It refers to the multiplicity of sounds created by the wind as it moves through 
different spaces, yet the nature of air remains constant. This one–movement piece also flows 
from an underlying harmonic motion whose manifestations change dramatically as the music 
moves through soaring sound spaces, while its core remains unchanged. The phrase also refers 
to the harmonic pipes or poles that anchor the piece.	Piping the Earth	was co-commissioned 
by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Women’s Philharmonic. I composed it in the 
music studio tucked into a hillside overlooking Lake Como during a residency at Bellagio. 
Storms frequently swirled across the lake adding to the inspiration of the ancient text. 
Premiered by the Women’s Philharmonic under the baton of JoAnn Falletta,	Piping the 
Earth	was recorded on the eponymous portrait album of Shatin’s orchestral music, with Joel 
Suben conducting the Moravian Philharmonic. Originally released by Capstone Records, a 
digital version is available on the Ravello label and multiple streaming services. –JS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duration: 8:30 

World Premiere 
The Women’s Philharmonic 
Conductor JoAnn Falletta 

Festival of New American Music 
California State University 

Sacramento, CA 
11/02/90  
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(Transposed) Piping the Earth

Judith Shatin

©1989 Judith Shatin rev. 2023-07-08
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Boxed Players (excluding Perc. 1):
Start in given order, fast as possible.
Then vary order, registral grouping
and articulation. Become increasingly
sparse and fragmentary during dim.
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 hold last note
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Boxed Players (excluding Perc. 1):
Start in given order, fast as possible.
Then vary order, registral grouping
and articulation. Become increasingly
sparse and fragmentary during dim.

unis.

unis.

unis.

Perc. 1:
Start with tremolo, add brief 
interruptions. Become increasingly
sparse and fragmentary during dim.
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