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Program Notes: Chai Variation on Eliahu HaNavi

Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi was inspired by the folk song Eliahu HaNavi (Elijah the
Prophet), often sung during the closing service of the Jewish Sabbath. The letters of
“Chai,” which means “life” or “living” in Hebrew, symbolically stand for the number 18;
hence, 18 variations. | decided to give the performer(s) a choice regarding the ordering
of the variations as a reflection of my sense of performance as a collaboration between
performer and composer (and, for that matter, listener). It also reflects a dynamic
conception of musical form. This means that there are 18! Or 6,402,373,705,728,000
possible orderings. In other words, six quadrillion, four-hundred-two trillion, three-
hundred-seventy-three billion, seven-hundred-five million and seven-hundred-twenty-
eight thousand possible versions! | composed this work while in residence at
Brahmshaus in Baden-Baden during the summer of 1995. Originally scored for solo
piano, Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi has been recorded by new music champion Mary
Kathleen Ernst on her album Keeping Time, and by the distinguished pianist Nathan
Carterette on his Poets of the Piano — Acts of Faith CD, available directly. Both are
available on multiple streaming services. | decided to create a version for String Quartet
as | thought the timbres of the ensemble would create a fascinating timbral interplay, but
still allow the compositional ideas to shine through.
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Chai Variations: Droll
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Chai Variations: Cunning
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Chai Variations: Deliberate

72

Deliberate J

ASS TS A S

L =T Wi bra
T8 A \ﬂw A MER S TR MY (T MU S [T AN | RN N
PR & lw_ @@ e nd I I T
N\
/Yv 1] M s s T s e s
N N >1(wxn ~ AN :u
! v>£SJ xnn.‘ >£SJ - >£SJ Q _.. ..-.>f ﬁ\ >f
X il O-i_ ] TN & TN N NN TS S | RN NY
]I X | & W o ot AS 1FNAS
oM S o | o |
AeRL S ;NAA@ e A% %A
TTOASS Al|al ~ \S\ e & e ™ & || &
A L I . Y
T ey Y B a1 Y V. H N 5 Nl Ky
>.l”A N .“n....>f A% A:-“v.%f AeR S N AYS T A AT
AN i _mua MM (T & (T & V

nlIx" | X il i ) o %
R AR B A [[feADS (feAD v
- - . e ]|
| /V‘vq/ 1. i TS
-[U -[U - HS il _\l 4
N Ll K1 ST VAR Y bR I & Add] W AN | RN
( ~ | e e
| N |Whv IhVIU '] n n IhVIU ']
— (q\l = M <Q MV\Q N MV\Q s | ot P Q V\D Q V\D NI
Fm Fm Vw nw Nt N Iﬁm_ ( NN Imlm_ % (
g g v o E s - > E E
= = > > 5 5 > >
> > > >



f

A S A

) TANY L JEA

1\

=7
o
=
5
;/
o

K]
| A7)
| N VA

1\

0

N
| V/ Tl p

o O‘m, M

'

AN B s
1 L p TTTe!

oM o 8 _

Vi N

Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi

I

¥/

| o W) J
g 1D
| o W) J

Vin. 1
Vin. 2

JANY ™

0

N

e/

NI

1\

[ 7]
o/
Vi
[ 7]
o/
Vi

1
12

p” A
Z\
| oo W)
ANAV4
o)
o)
p” A
Z\
| <o WL J
ANIV4
o)

18/ e

7 1V

| o WL |

Vin. 1
Vin.2

Vic.
Vin. 1
Vin. 2

Vla.

Vic.



Chai Variations: Flamboyant
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Chai Variations: Majestic
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Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi
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Chai Variations: Mysterious
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Pensive

Chai Variations
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Chai Variations: Shining
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Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi
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Chai Variations: Sly
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Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi
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Chai Variations: Tender
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Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi
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Chai Variations: Whimsical
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Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi
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Chai Variations: Yearning
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Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi
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Chai Variations: Flowing
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Chai Variations: Whirling
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Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi
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Chai Variations on Eliahu HaNavi
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