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Program Note

Carrefio (1987), scored for a singing (soprano or mezzo) actress who is also a virtuoso pianist, is a musical
theatre piece based on the life of the great Venezuelan pianist Teresa Carrefio (1863-1917).
Commissioned and toured by pianist/singer/actress Claudia Stevens, the libretto was written by the
composer, based on a variety of source materials, including Milinowski's By the Grace of God. The piece
explores the role of music in Carrefio's life and its importance as a fixed axis around which her
complicated and flamboyant personal life revolved. Certain of Carrefo's favorite pieces, as well as music
composed by her (the Teresita Waltz), or dedicated to her (MacDowell's Second Piano Concerto), are
referred to in the score. This twenty-minute composition also examines Carrefio's personal life, including
the disappointments and traumas of the death of two of her children at birth or in young childhood, her
multiple marriages and the difficulties of motherhood, given the demands of her career and her crushing
touring schedule. The piece begins with Carrefio embarking on her nightly game of solitaire, before her
piano practice brings her to reflect on the path of her life and her music. —JS

Stage Directions & Opening

Have a solitaire game set up on a card table. The curtain should open with Teresa seated at the table
playing a game. She can return here as desired during the performance.
Carreno was a chain smoker. The performer should play with this attribute as well.

Dress should be flamboyant.
As it opens, Carreno looks up from the table at the audience and says:

| am Carrefiio.

When | spoke those words to Anton Rubinstein, he knew;
When Liszt and Rossini offered to teach me

When | was just a child, they understood.

But what good is it?

| am Carrefio.
Famous for my trills and tremolos,
For my dazzling arpeggios.

| have travelled far,

But still miss my homeland, Venezuela.
| have played for President Lincoln,
And toured three continents.

Yet, tell me,
What is there,
Besides my nightly game of solitaire?

Ah, but | must practice for tomorrow,
Before the old memories flood me with their sorrow.

(Goes to the piano and begins to practice Chopin's Eb-Major Nocturne; interrupts herself before
completing the first phrase)
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