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Program Note 

 
Cherry Blossom and a Wrapped Thing: After Hokusai was inspired by a print 
of that same name made by the extraordinary Japanese printmaker known 
as Hokusai (1760-1849). I encountered it in a sumptuous collection at the 
Otani Museum in Tokyo and was immediately struck by the subtle mystery 
of both its subject matter and execution. The cherr blossom speaks of the 
beauty and brevity of life; the wrapped thing of its ineffability. It was 
serendipitous that clarinetist F. Gerard Errante, to whom the piece is 
dedicated, had just commissioned a new work for his CD Delicate Balance, 
released on the Aucourant label.  
 
Inspiredby the print, I composed Cherry Blossom and a Wrapped Thing; after 
Hokusai, scored for amplified clarinet and eight-channel audio, with stereo 
playback available as well. The electronics grew from minute cuttings of Sea 
of Reeds, an earlier piece commissioned by Errante for amplified clarinet 
with pvc extensions and effects processor. Those sounds were radically 
transformed and expanded and took root in new ways. They wrap around 
the performer and audience, sometimes drifting to earth, sometimes floating 
above, while the delicate sounds of the clarinet filter through. The sound 
processing and multi-channel spatialization were designed using RTcmix at 
the Virginia Center for Computer Music. For more information, 
visitwww.judithshatin.com.–JS 
 

Performance Notes 
 
Timings are indicated in seconds, and the performer should base the temporal 
flow on the electronic cues. Notation of these cues indicates salient events. 
Square noteheads indicate approximate pitch. The lineup of the clarinet and 
electronics has some give to it, so there will be slight variations each time 
it is played, just as there are variations in the color and shape of cherry 
blossoms. 
 
N = play with the normal fingering of the upper note, playing the 
subtone as well. 
 
Sk3 = side key 3, numbering from the bottom up. 
 
TT = timbral trill 
 

World Premiere 
F. Gerard Errante 
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