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Gregor’s Dream

Amplified Piano Trio & Electronics



Program Note

Gregor’s Dream was inspired by the anxious dream that Gregor Samsa (the protagonist in Kafka’'s 7he
Metamorphosis) has before waking up as a horrible bug (ungeheures Ungeziefer). | interpreted this as
a type of beetle, of which there are more than 400,000 species! The mood of the anxious dream, and
the ominous world into which Gregor wakes, suffused my musical imaginings. The fear of the ‘other’
permeates the story, despite all belonging to the same family — a situation especially relevant to our
tribalistic times. | am grateful to bioacoustican Martin Brandstetter (Austrian Institute for Forest
Protection) for sharing his recordings of Asian Longhorn beetles, and to Jayne Yack and Amanda
Lindeman (Carleton University, CA) for sharing their recordings of mountain pine beetles as source
material for the electronics. Gregor’s Dream was commissioned by the Jerusalem-based Atar Piano Trio
for their Dream Within a Dream program and is dedicated to them.

Performance Notes

The trio should be lightly amplified and its sound mixed with that of the electronics. Note that with
a few exceptions the exact electronics are not specified. The timing is in seconds.

Accidentals apply in register throughout the bar.

Strings

All pizzicato notes should be allowed to ring.
Crunch — extra pressure on a low note will create a crunching, beetle-like sound
Trills should be 1/2 step above, unless otherwise noted.

Feathered beams do not suggest the exact number of notes, just the duration of the entire group.

Piano

Mallet stick (such as medium yarn mallet) or other rattan drumstick
+ = mute string close to the peg unless otherwise noted

S = silently depress note

World Premiere
Atar Trio
Ramat Gan New Music Center
Ramat Gan, Israel
03/10/2015

Duration: 9:50
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