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Program Note  
 
I Love is a setting of verse XXIX of the thirty in Gertrude Stein’s poem 
Before the Flowers of Friendship Faded Friendship Faded. Stein’s extended 
poem was inspired by Enfances, a poem by Georges Hugnet. Originally 
conceived as a translation of Hugnet’s poem, the transformation into her 
own piece led to a break in their friendship.  What drew me to this 
particular verse, quoted below in full, is its charming whimsy, its sudden 
twists and its linguistic and syntactic play. It is used by permission granted 
by the Estate of Gertrude Stein, through its Literary Executor, Mr. Stanford 
Gann, Jr. of Levin & Gann, P.A.  I Love was commissioned by the Illinois 
Wesleyan University Collegiate Choir, J. Scott Ferguson, conductor, and is 
dedicated to them. It was made possible by the Sylvia Monti Anderson 
Commissioned Choral Work Fund honoring Delta Omicron at Illinois 
Wesleyan University.  
 

 
I love my love with a v  
Because it is like that  

I love my love with a b  
Because I am beside that  

A king.  
I love my love with an a  
Because she is a queen  

I love my love and a a is the best of them 
Think well and be a king,  

Think more and think again  
I love my love with a dress and a hat  

I love my love and not with this or with that  
I love my love with a y because she is my bride  
I love her with a d because she is my love beside  

Thank you for being there  
Nobody has to care  

Thank you for being here  
Because you are not there.  

And with and without me which is and without she can be late and then 
and how and all around we think and found that it is time to cry  

she and I.  
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Illinois Wesleyan University Collegiate Choir 

Conductor J. Scott Ferguson 
Springfield, IL 
March 2, 2019 



!

!

"
#

$$

$$

$$

$$

Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass

%&
I

%&
I

%&
I

'&
I

Sparkling(

(

(

(

& & & & & & & & & & & & & ) &
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

& & & & & & & & & & & & & ) &
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

*+ & ) &
love, I

*+ & ) &
love, I

, = 78

*+ & ) &
love I

*+ & ) &
love I

& & & & & & & & & & & & & ) &
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', I

& & & & & & & & & & & & & ) &
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', I

!

!

"
#

S

A

T

B

3 & - %& & - '&
love, I love, I

& - %& & - %&
love, I love, I

& - %& & - %&
love, I love, I

- %& & - %& %& -
I love, I love,

& - '& & *& &
love my love with a

& - %& & *& &
love my love with a

& - %& & *& &
love my love with a

- %& & & & *& &
I love my love with a

*+ .
v

*+/ - & &
v with a

& & *& & & - & &
v, I love my love with a

*+ .
v

0(

01

01

01

(

I Love

© 2018, r. 2021, Wendigo Music, (BMI) All Rights Reserved

Gertrude Stein Judith Shatin

Commissioned by the Illinois Wesleyan University
Collegiate Choir, J. Scott Ferguson, Conductor
Made possible by the Sylvia Monti Anderson 
Commissioned Choral Work Fund honoring Delta
Omicron at Illinoise Wesleyan University

Text is used by permission granted by the Estate of  Gertrude Stein, 
through its Literary Executor, Mr. Stanford Gann, Jr. of  Levin & Gann, P.A. 

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"
#

S

A

T

B

6

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ % &$'
v, v, v, v, v, v, v, v, v, Be

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ % &$
v, v, v, v, v, v, v, v, v, Be

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ % ($
v, v, v, v, v, v, v, v, v, Be

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ )
v, v, v, v, v, v, v, v, v

*

*

+$ &$ $ $
cause it is like

+$ &$ $ $
cause it is like

+$ &$ $ $
cause it is like

% ($ &$ % % ($ $ $
Be cause it is like

$ $ +$ $ $ % &$
that, it is like that, I

+, % &$
that, I

+, % &$
that, I

+, % ($
that, I

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

!

!

"
#

./

./

./

./

S

A

T

B

9

, $ $ 0 $ $ $
love, l, l, l, love my

, $ $ 0 $ $ $
love, l, l, l, love my

$ $ 0 $ $ $ $ $ &$ % % &$
l, l, l, l, l, l, l, love my

$ $ 0 $ $ $ $ $ ($ % % ($
l, l, l, l, l, l, l, love my

$1 +$ $
love with a

$ +$ $
love with a

$ +$1 $
love with a

$ +$ $
love with a

,
b

,1
b

+$1 $ $
b, with a

$ $1 $ $ $ $
b, with a b, with a

*

*

*

*
-

!

!

"
#

.2

.2

.2

.2

..

..

..

..

S

A

T

B

12 $ % &$1
be

$ % &$1
be

$1 % &$
b, be

$1 )
b,

$1 $ $
cause I

$1 $ $
cause I

$1 $ $
cause I

% &$1 $
Be cause

$1 $ $
am be

$ $ $1
am be

$1 $ $
am be

% &$1 $ $1
I am be

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

$1 $1 % ($
side that a

$1 $ % &$
side that a

$1 $ % ($
side that a

$1 $1 % &$
side that a

- -

- -

-

- -

-

2 I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"
#

$$

$$

$$

$$

$%

$%

$%

$%

S

A

T

B

16 & ' &( )& & & * +&,
king, I am a king. I

&( ' & )& & & * +&,
king, I am a king.

)-( * +&,
king. I

)-( .
king.

/

/

/

0

0

0

/
&, * +&, & * 1&

love my love, I

&, * +& & * +&,
love my love, I

&, * 1& & * 1&,
love my love, I

* 1&, & * 1& &
I love my love,

0

& * 1&,
love my

&, * +&,
love my

&, * 1&
love my

* 1&, &
I love

!

!

"
#

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

19 &, )& &
love with an

&, )&, &
love with an

& )&, &
love with an

. )&, &
with an

)-2 * 1&,
a, Be

)- * +&
a Be

)-, * +&
a Be

& & & & & & & .
a, with an a, with an a

/

/

/

/

)& 1&, )& 1&
cause she is a

)& +& )& 1&,
cause she is a

)&, +& )& 1&
cause she is a

* +& & * 1& & &
Be cause she is a

)- * 1&
queen. I

* +&
queen, I

& & & & )& & & 1&
she is a queen, a queen.

)- * 1&
queen I

& & & & )& & & * 1&
queen, she is a queen, a queen. I

0

0

0

0

-

-

-

!

!

"
#

$3

$3

$3

$3

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

23 & & & &, * & &
love my love and an

& & &, &, * & &
love my love and an

& & & & * &, &
love my love and an

& &, &, & * & &
love, love my love and an

&2 )& & & &, )+& '
a is the best of them

& )&, & &, & )& &
a is the best of them, the

& )& & & & )1& '
a is the best of them

&, )& & & & )& &
a is the best of them, the

4 .

& & & & .
best of them

4 * +&
Think

& & & & * 1&
best of them Think

3I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"
#

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

26 % &' ' % ' ' '
Think well and be a

% (' ' % ' ' '
Think well and be a

)'* (' ' '
well and be a

)' &' ' '
well and be a

)' ' )&' + , % ('
king, a king, Think

)' ' )' ' ' % ('
king, a king, a king, Think

' % ) -' ' % &'
king, a king, Think

' . % &'
king, Think

/0

0

0

0

/

/

/

)' (' ' '1
more and think a

)'1 (' ' '
more and think a

)'1 (' ' '
more and think a

)'1 &' ' '
more and think a

-

-

-

-

!

!

"
#

$2

$2

$2

$2

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

29 )3 % ('1
gain Think

)31 % ('
gain Think

'1 + ' ' ' ' % ('
gain and think a gain Think

)'1 '1 )' ' ' % &'
gain, a gain, a gain, Think

)'4 (' ' '
more and think a

)' (' ' '
more and think a

)' &' ' '
more and think a

)' &' '4 '
more and think a

' ' ' ' ' ' % &'
gain and think a gain and

)'* ' ' ' ' ' % ('
gain and think a gain and

' ' ' ' 3 % &'
gain, and think a gain and

)3 % &'
gain and

' % &'
be a

' % ('
be a

' % &'
be a

' % &'
be a

-

--

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

!

!

"
#

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

33 )3 % &'
king, a

))334 % ('
king, a

)31 % &'
king, a

)31 % &'
king a

0

0

0

0

)3 % ('
king. I

)3* % ('
king. I

)3 % ('
king. I

)3 % &'
king. I

/

/

/

/

' % ' % 5' + ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

' % ' % 5' + ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' % ' % 5' +
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' % ' % -' +
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

4 I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"
#

$%

$%

$%

$%

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

36 &' (' ' )' ' '
love my love, I love my

&' (' ' ) ' ' '
love my love, I love my

&' (' ' ) ' ' '
love my love, I love my

&' *' ' ) ' ' '
love my love, I love my

' + +
love

' + ' '
love with a

' + ' '
love with a

' ,
love

, + ' '
with a

' ' ' '
dress and a hat

' ' ' '
dress and a hat

+ ' ' ' ' '
and a hat with a

' ' ' ' ,
dress and a hat,

, ' ' ' ,
and a hat,

, ' ' ' + ' '
and a hat, with a

' ' ' ' + ' '
dress and a hat, with a

!

!

"
#

$%

$%

$%

$%

S

A

T

B

40 + ' ' *' + + ' ' ' ' '
and a hat and a hat, with a

+ ' ' (' + + ' ' ' ' '
and a hat and a hat, with a

*' + + ' ' (' + + ' '
dress with a dress with a

*' + + ' ' *' + ,
dress with a dress

&' ' ' '
dress and a

&' ' ' '
dress and a

&' ' ' '
dress and a

&' ' ' '
dress and a

' + *'
hat I

' + *'
hat I

' ,
hat.

' ,
hat.

-

-

-

-

.

.
' ' ' ' ' '
l', l', l', l', love my

' ' '/ '/ ' '/
l', l', l', l', love my

, ' ' '/ '
l', l,', l', l',

, ' ' ' '
l', l', l', l',

!

!

"
#

$0

$0

$0

$0

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

44 &'/ ' '/ '/
love, I love my

&'/ ' ' '
love, I love my

&' ' ' '
love, love my

&' '/ '/ '/
love, I love my

' + (' '/ '
love and not with

'/ + (' ' '
love and not with

' + *' ' '
love and not with

' + *'/ ' '
love and not with

&'/ ('/ ' '
this or with

&' (' ' '
this or with

&' *' ' '/
this or with

&'1 *' ' '
this or with

&' + '
that I

&' + '
that I

&' + '
that I

&' + '
that I

2 ' + ' '
love, with a

&'/ ' ' ' ' + ' '
love, I love my love with a

&' '/ ' ' ' + ' '
love, I love my love with a

2 ' + ' '
love with a

-

-

-

-

.

.

.

.

5I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"
#

S

A

T

B

49 $ % & '%
y be

% % % % % % % & (%
y, with a y, with a y, be

% % % % % % % & (%
y, with a y, with a y, be

$ % & '%
y be

)% '% % %
cause she is my

)% (% % %
cause she is my

)% '% % %
cause she is my

)% '% % %
cause she is my

)% %* % % % & '%
bride, she is my bride, I

)$ & (%
bride I

)%* % % % % +
bride, she is my bride.

)$ +
bride

,

,
,

,

% '% & + & '%
love her, I

% (% & + & (%
love her, I

+ & '% % % %
I love her, I

+ & '% % % %
I love her, I

-

-

-

-

!

!

"
#

S

A

T

B

53 %% %% '%% & )% (%
love her with a

%%* %% (%% & )% (%
love her with a

% % (% & )% (%
love her with a

% % '% & )% '%
love her with a

-

-

-

-

% % % % % % . % % % . % . & /% .
d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d,

% % % % % % . % % % . % . & 0% .
d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d,

% & % & /% . % % % % % % . % %
d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d,

% & % & /% . % % % % % % . % %
d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d, d,

,

,

,

,

!

!

"
#

12

12

12

12

S

A

T

B

55 )$ & '%%
d be

)$ & (%%*
d be

)$ +
d

)$ +
d,

-

-

))%%* '
%% ))%% '%%

cause she is my

))%% (%% ))%% (%%
cause she is my

3

3

$$ & '%
love be

$$* & (%
love be

. %* % % % & (%
she is my love be

. % % % % & '%
she is my love be

-

-

$ %
side, be

$ %
side, be

$ %4
side, be

$ %4
side, be

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

6 I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"

#

$%

$%

$%

$%

S

A

T

B

59 & '
side

&( '
side& '
side

& '
side

)( *) +)
Thank you for

) *) +)
Thank you for

) *)( ,)
Thank you for

) *) ,)
Thank you for

- = 84Tender.

.

.

.

)/ ) *) 0
be ing there

) ) *) 0
be ing there

) )/ *) 0
be ing there

) ) *) 0
be ing there

) *) ,)
No bod y

) *) +)
No bod y

) *) ,)
No bod y

) *) ,)
No bod y

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

!

!

"
#

$%

$%

$%

$%

$$

$$

$$

$$

$1

$1

$1

$1

$$

$$

$$

$$

$1

$1

$1

$1

S

A

T

B

63 *)2 ,)2
has to,

*)2 +)
has to

*)2 +)
has to

*) ,)2
has to

) )2 & '
has to care

*&2 '
care

*& '
care

*&2 '
care

3
) ) 0 ,)

Thank you for

) ) 0 +)
Thank you for

) ) 0 +)
Thank you for

) ) '
Thank you

3

3

3

3

) ) & ,) 0
be ing here

) ) & +) 0
be ing here

) ) &2 ,) 0
be ing here

' )2 ) ) ) 0 )3

be ing here be

-

-

-

- -

!

!

"
#

$1

$1

$1

$1

$$

$$

$$

$$

$1

$1

$1

$1

S

A

T

B

67 4 ' +)3

be

' ' +) )
3

be cause

' +) &3

be cause

*&
cause

) +) 0 ) )
cause you are

) +) 0 ) )
you are

) +) 0 ) )
you are

) +) 0 ) )2
you are

) ) 0 * 5)2 )
not there, not

) ) 0 * 6) )
not there, not

)2 )2 0 * 5) )
not there, not

) )2 0 * 5) )
not there, not

-

-

-

7I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"
#

$%

$%

$%

$%

$&

$&

$&

$&

S

A

T

B

70 ' ( )*
there and

' ( )*
there and

' +
there

' +
there

,

,

,

,

-

-
* * * * * )* (3

with and with out me

* ( * * * )* (3

with with out me

+ + + )*3

And

+ + + .*
3

And

Moving

/

/

+ )* * * .* +3 3

with out me

+ )* * * )* +3 3

with out me

* * * * * * ( *
3 3

with and with out me which

* ( * * * * ( *
3 3

with, with out me

/

/-

-

-

-

-

-

!

!

"
#

$&

$&

$&

$&

$%

$%

$%

$%

$&

$&

$&

$&

S

A

T

B

73 + .* * .*3 3

which is, which

+ )* * )*3 3

which is, which

* ( + .*3 3

is which

* ( + .*3 3

is, which

0* (
is

00**1 (
is

00** (
is

0* (
is

'
she,

+ )* *3

she,

+ *
she,

+ + .*3

she,

+ 0* (
she,

+ )* 0* (3

she

( * 0* (
3

she

* 0* (
she

!

!

"
#

$&

$&

$&

$&

$%

$%

$%

$%

$&

$&

$&

$&

$%

$%

$%

$%

S

A

T

B

77 '2
she,

+ )* *3

she

+ *2
she,

+ + .*3
she,

+ 0*3 (
she

+ )* 0* (3

she

( * 0* (3

she

*32 0* (
she

0* )* *
can be

0* )* *
can be

0* .* *
can be

0*4 .* *
can be

)* + .* + * ( *3 3

3
late, late, can be

)*3 + )* + * ( *3 3 3

late, late, can be

)*3 + )* + * ( *3 3

3late, late, can be

* * * * ( * * ( *3 3

3she can be late, she can be

*3 + .*
3

late and

* +
late

* +
late

* +
late

8 I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"
#

$%

$%

$%

$%

$$

$$

$$

$$

$&

$&

$&

$&

S

A

T

B

82 ' ( )(
3

then and

* +( ( ( +(3 3

and then and

* * )( ( )(3

3
and then and

* * * )(3

and

,

' - +(
how and

' - +(
how and

' - +(
how and

' - )(
how and

( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (3 3

all a round, all a round,

( +( ( ( +( (3 3

al a round, all a round,

( +( ( ( +( (3 3

all a round, all a round

( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (
3

3

all a round, all a round,

( ( ( ( ' *
all a round

( ( ' - +(
all a round we

( ( ' - +(
all a round, we

( ( ( ( ' *
all a round

.

.

.

/

/

.

-

-

- -

- -

- -

- - -

-

!

!

"
#

$&

$&

$&

$&

$%

$%

$%

$%

$&

$&

$&

$&

$%

$%

$%

$%

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

86 * )( ( )(
3 3

we think we

'
think

'
think

* +( ( +(3 3

we think we

/

/

' *
found

* +( ( - +(
3

we found, we

* )( ( - )(
3 we found, we

' *
found

* )( ( +(3 3

that it is

( +( ( +(3 3

found that it is

( )( ( )(
3 3

found that it is

* +( ( )(03 3

that it is

' - )(
time, to

( +( ( - +(3

time, is time, to

( )( ( - )(
3

time, is time, to

' - )(
time, to

!

!

"
#

$$

$$

$$

$$

$%

$%

$%

$%

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

90 ( '1 - )(1
cry to

2' - +(
cry, to

(1 ' - +(
cry, to

2' - )(
cry, to

3

3

3

3

(1 ( ( 2( -
cry,

( ( ( 2( -
cry,

' 2( -
cry,

( ( (0 2( -
cry,

( ' +( -
cry

( '0 +( -
cry

( '1 )( -
cry

( ' )( -
cry

4

4

4

4

( )(1 ( (3

she and

' (
she and

'1 (
she and

( )( ( (13

she and

,

,

,

,

' *
I

'0 *
I

' *
I

' * +(3
I I

/

3

3

3

3

9I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 



!

!

"

#

$$

$$

$$

$$

$%

$%

$%

$%

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

95 & & '() ( '( ( *3 3 3

I love my love,

& & +( ( +( ( *3 3 3

I love my love,

& & +( ( +( ( +(3 3 3

I love my love, I

( +( , ( *3 3

love my love,

-

-

-

& & '(() (( '((
3 3

I love my

& & +( ( +(3 3

I love my

( +( ,3

love my love,

.

//(() * (
love, I

/( * (
love, I

/( * (
I

.

!

!

"
#

$$

$$

$$

$$

$0

$0

$0

$0

S

A

T

B

98 /,1 (
love, I

/, (
love, I

/, (
love, I

* +( /( ( ( (
I love my love, I

2

2

2

2

/( * ,3
love my

/( * ,
love my

/( * ,
love my

/(3 * ,
love my

( ( ( ( ( () 4 ( ( 4 ( 4 * 5( 4
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

( ( ( ( ( ( 4 ( ( 4 ( 4 * 5( 4
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

( * ( * 5( 4 ( ( 4 () ( ( 4 (
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

( * ( * 6( 4 ( ( 4 ( ( ( 4 (
l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

!

!

"
#

$0

$0

$0

$0

$$

$$

$$

$$

S

A

T

B

101 ( * () * 6( 4
l', l', l',

( * ( * 5( 4
l', l', l,

( ( ( 4 ( ( ( (
l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

( ( ( 4 ( ( ( (
l', l', l', l', l', l', l',

( ( 4 ( ( & (
l', l', love, I

( ( 4 ( ( & (
l', l', love, I

( ( 4 ( ( & (
l', l', love, I

( ( 4 ( ( & (
l', l', love, I

2

2

/() '( ,
love my

/( +( ,
love my

/( +( ,
love my

/( +() ,
love my

77
love.

77)
love.

77
love.

7
love.

8

8

8

8

10 I Love

PE
RU
SA
L 
SC
OR
E, 
NO

T 
FO
R 
PE
RF
OR
M
AN

CE
 


