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Program Notes: Ignoto Numine 

Ignoto Numine, whose title means "Unknown Spirit," was the first piece I composed 
after my divorce from my first husband during a residency at the Virginia Center for 
Creative Arts. While I didn’t think about it at the time, it gradually became clear to me 
that there was a link between the fierce elements of the piece and that experience. I 
built the piece on a bipartite structure that refers to traditional formal elements only to 
systematically destroy them both timbrally and structurally. Subversion becomes 
strategy. Rather than focusing on traditional harmonic closure, the overall pitch motion 
descends from D to A, never to return. Instead, the ending explodes with voices 
screaming together with the instruments in a final apotheosis. From the opening timpani 
mallet strikes on the lowest D of the piano, to the microtonal glisses in the strings, there 
is an extreme range of tones of voice, from the tender quality of the secondary theme 
to the extravagantly wild cadenzas and ending. Ignoto Numine was commissioned, 
premiered and recorded by the Monticello Trio on their album on the CRI label. For more 
information, visit www.judithshatin.com –JS 

 

Duration: 15:15 

World Premiere 
Monticello Trio 

Jewett Art Center 
Wellesley College 
Wellesley, MA 

11/23/1986 



1.�Numbers�in�brackets�above�the�system�indicate�duration�in�seconds.�

2.�Feathered�beaming�indicates�an�acceleration�or�ritard�over�the�giv�enduration.�It�does
�����not�indicate�the�exact�number�of�notes�unless�specified.�

3.��Accidentals�above�the�trill�apply�to�the�diatonic�neighbor�above�the�notated�pitch.
�����Likewise,�accidentals�below�apply�to�the�diatonic�neighbor�belove�the�notated�pitch.

NOTATION

Ensemble:

Piano:

1.��Percussion�Mallets�

2.��All�diamond-shaped�notes�should�be�performed�on�the�piano�strings.�

3.������������Fingernail�Pluck

! "Tympani�mallet Snare�stick

4.��III������Lowest�two�sections�of�piano�strings,�separated�by�
�����IV������frame�bars.�

Strings:

+�and�-�indicate�microtonal�gliss�that�expands
into�a�larger�glissando�as�size�of�expansion
glyph�indicates.�There�are�two�indicated�pitches,�
with�one�sustained�while�the�other�moves.
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Excited    q = \§º
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∑ d
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Wild q = \¶™
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$ $
B d

290 y

{

π

π

π

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

Ï

Ï

Ï

With utter abandon

With utter abandon
(III)

(IV)

π cresc. Ï

Voices of all
3 players

[Stagger vocal entries, voices imitate shape of instrumental glissando]

Q
[Turns into a wailing shout.]

Ah,p Ïcresc.

[Random Ped, accelerate rate of change for jagged effect.]
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