JUDITH SHATIN

MARVELOUS PURSUITS

Vocal Quartet and Piano 4-hands



Program Notes: Marvelous Pursuits

Marvelous Pursuits is a lighthearted setting of eight selections from the humorous cycle of
the same name by the distinquished poet Barbara Goldberg. Inspired by a fifth-century
Japanese pillow book, Marvelous Pursuits is the wryly comical story of a man with two
mistresses who desires nothing but peace and tranquility, which of course he will not find.
His mistresses, Rosa and Blanca, sing as a pair, representing opposite natures. Meanwhile,
the protagonist’s wife Martha is having an affair with the piano tuner. It is only after
learning of this affair that the protagonist returns to his wife who “...in betrayal’s light is
suddenly, irresistably dear.”

The New York Festival Players commissioned Marvelous Pursuits and premiered it at the
Huntington Museum in Huntington, New York. | am grateful to poet Barbara Goldberg for
her delightful collboration and to the residency at Yaddo that supported its composition.
For more information, visit www.judithshatin.com —JS

MOVEMENTS

THEME

PARALLEL MOTION
WANTON MODULATIONS
CAVATINA

REFRAIN

INVERTED TURN

CAPRICE

CAPITULATION

@N VP W Y

CHARACTERS:

Rosa: Soprano
Blanca: Mezzo
Marta: Soprano
(1 Soprano takes both roles)
Piano Tuner: Tenor
Husband: Bass
Narrator: Quartet

World Prmiere
New York Festival Cham er Players
Huntington Art Museum
Huntington, NY

Duration: 19:00
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