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Program Note

Selah, scored for female vocal quartet (or chorus) and harp, was
commissioned by Scottish Voices and their conductor Graham
Hair on the occasion of the VIIth International Interdisciplinary
Conference in Musicology in Glasgow. It is a setting of verses of
the following psalms in the original Hebrew: 46, verses 2-8; 13,
verses 2-4; 61, verses 2-5; and 148, verses 1-4, 7-13. The title
refers to the word found at the end of numerous verses, including
a number of those in the psalms listed above. Its exact meaning
is a mystery, but | was drawn to the idea that it means
something like “stop and listen,” though its etymology is a
mystery. It is, in any case, a rhythmically strong stop to the line
it follows.

The verses themselves are filled with poetic devices such as
alliteration, assonance, and repetition, as well as vivid and moving
metaphors. | have tried to project these in the shape and flow
of the music. The choice of psalms traces both attributes of and
relationships with God, ranging from gratitude for His strength
and support to supplication, from questioning despair to joyful
celebration. | would like to thank my husband, Michael Kubovy,
for his unstinting assistance with the Hebrew. For additional
information, visit www.judithshatin.com -JS

World Premiere
Scottish Voices
Graham Hair, Conductor
Glascow University Chapel
Glasgow, Scotland

Duration: 19:00



Translations

The following translations are close to literal, and are just meant to give an idea of the
meaning of the text. | would like to thank Michael Kubovy for his assistance. —JS

Psalm 446, verses 2-8

God is our shelter and strength,

A help in trouble, He is always present.

Therefore we will fear not when the earth is transformed,
and when mountains collapse in the heart of the seas

Its waters will roar and crash, and the mountains will rumble as the earth rises, Selah.
The river’s tributaries will give joy to the City of God,

The holiness of the dwelling on high.

God is inside the city, it is indestructible;

The Lord will help it, even before salvation

The peoples roar, kingdoms collapse;

If He speaks, the earth will melt away.

The Lord of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our fortress.

Psalm 13, verses 2-6

O Lord, how long will You forget me?

How long will You hide Your face from me

How long shall | heed my own thoughts,

With perpetual agony in my heart?

How long will my enemy be elevated over me?

Answer me, O Lord.

Lighten my eyes, lest | sleep the sleep of death,

And lest my enemy say | did him in or my enemies rejoice when | am moved.

| trusted You in Your mercy.
Rejoice my heart, in your salvation.
I will sing to the Lord, because He has favored me.

Psalm 641, verses 2-5

O Lord, hear my cry, attend to my prayer

From the end of the earth, | will call to you.

When my heart faints, lead me to a rock above me.

You have been a refuge for me, a tower of strength in the face of the enemy.

I will dwell with You forever. | will take refuge in the cover of Your wings. Selah.

PSALM 148, Verses 1-4 & 7-13

Praise God from the sky, Praise God all the angels,

Praise God all the hosts,

Praise Him, sun and moon, Praise Him ,stars of light

Praise Him, Heaven of Heavens; and waters above the sky

Praise God from the earth; sea-monsters and all deeps

Fire and hail, snow and fog; stormy wind, doing what He says
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,

Beasts and all cattle, creeping things and winged fowl

Kings of the earth, and all peoples, princes and all earthly judges
Both young men and maidens, old men and children

Let them praise the name of the Lord for His name alone is exalted
His glory is above the earth and heavens,

Halleluia!
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