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Instrumental Septet



Instrumentation

Bb Clarinet
Harp
Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Cello
Contrabass

Program Note

Kassia was a 9"-century Byzantine abbess, poet and hymnographer. She is the only woman whose
hymns are represented in the Eastern Orthodox liturgy and is likely the first named woman whose
music has survived until now. The Kassia Ensemble, with support from the Spark Foundation and
Opportunity Fund of Pittsburgh, commissioned this piece as the first for their complete ensemble,
and asked that it reflect their namesake in some way. The ensemble consists of clarinet, harp and
string quintet offering a unique timbral world. In responding to their desire for reference to Kassia,
| decided to reach back across time, drawing on a few melodic fragments from Kassia’s major chants
The Fallen Woman and Augustus the Monarch, translated into contemporary notation thanks to the
meticulous research of musicologist Diane Touliatos-Banke. | also arranged for classical scholar
Christina Boltsi to record some of Kassia’s poetry in the original Greek to get a sense of their sound
and rhythmic flow. My music moves from a gentle opening and meditation to cries of regret, and
from pensive yearnings to dreams of a world beyond. During the 2020 pandemic, my virtual sessions
with the members of the Kassia Ensemble provided inspiring connections in dark times. Imagining
across the centuries in composing this piece reminded me how music is of time yet enables us to
feel outside of it. For more information, visit www.judithshatin.com. -JS

World Premiere
Kassia Ensemble
August Wilson Center
Pittsburgh, PA
05/21/2022

Duration: 12:30



Notation

General

Accidentals apply to the note within register throughout the measure
b Denotes a brief pause, a breath

10" A number like this in brackets indicates seconds. Return to
the prevailing tempo at the end of this symbol.

n.v. non vibrato

Strings

‘ Increase bow pressure, with increasing noise content

X x notehead and indication ‘chop’ indicate a quick, strong attack with heavy bow

pressure. The sound is mainly noise with a small amount of pitch.

Sp. sul ponticello
msp. molto sul ponticello
Harp

A Fingernail

-$- Mute
p.d.l.t. Prés de la table

j‘i; Pedal Buzz

é Thunder

Clarinet
T. Tr. Timbral Trill

t.s. Tongue slap
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