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INSTRUMENTATION

2 flutes (2" doubling piccolo)

2 oboes (2" doubling English horn)
2 clarinets (in B-flat)

2 bassoons

2 horns (in F)

2 trumpets (in B-flat)

2 trombones (2™ with F-attachment)
Tuba

4 Timpani

Percussion 1:

Crotales and bow, 2 timbales,

snare, maracas, slapstick, vibraslap,

small metal windchimes, medium tam-tam

Percussion 2:

Triangle, vibraphone, 3 tom-toms,

5 temple blocks, 2 wood blocks (high, low),
tambourine, 2 suspended cymbals (high, low) and bow,
crash cymbals

Strings

COMPOSER’S NOTE

Jefferson, In His Own Words is a piece for narrator and orchestra. Based entirely on the writings of Thomas
Jefferson, it gives an intimate view of Jefferson as both a public servant and private citizen. Throughout his
life Jefferson maintained a daily practice of correspondence with an enormous variety of people — from a
carpenter to heads of state; from his granddaughter to John Adams. He wrote on subjects as mundane as the
purchase of seeds and shoes, and as telling as religious freedom and the national debt. The narrative, drawn
from his letters and Farm Book, unfolds in four movements, each focusing on different aspects of his life: 1.
Political Passions 2. Head and Heart 3. Justice Will Not Sleep 4. The Freedom of Reason. 1 fashioned the
narrative in collaboration with noted poet Barbara Goldberg, with whom I have collaborated on a number of
pieces. Jefferson was himself an accomplished musician, and my music includes references to Corelli’s La
Folia and to the Broom of the Cowdenknowes, a Scottish air. Both were favorites of Jefferson. In addition, I
have recast of a phrase from the early spiritual We Will March Through the Valley in the third movement.
Jefferson, In His Own Words, is a co-commission of the Charlottesville & University Symphony and the
Illinois, Richmond and Virginia Symphonies. It is dedicated to Mr. Gerald Morgan, a dear friend, a staunch
supporter of music, both new and traditional, and a descendant of Thomas Jefferson.

I would like to thank Lucia Stanton, Shannon Senior Historian at Monticello; Jack Robertson, Foundation
Librarian at the Jefferson Library; Peter Onuf, UV A Professor of History; Erin Mayhood, UVA Music
Librarian; multi-instrumentalist Pete Vigour, and the University of Virginia Rare Books Collection for their
research assistance.

-JS

PERFORMANCE NOTE

The score is transposed.

Metronome markings are approximate.

All accidentals hold within the measure and within register.
Tremolos are unmeasured.



THE TEXT

PART I. Political Passion

Dear Mr. Madison, de Nemours, Washington, Dodge, Adams, Rush,

Seven O’clock and retired to my fireside. I have determined to enter into conversation with you.

Nature intended me for the tranquil pursuits of science. But the enormities of the times in which I have lived, have
forced me to commit myself on the boisterous ocean of political passions.

I rejoice at the acceptance of our new constitution. There are things, however, which I dislike strongly — the
omission of a Bill of Rights, providing clearly for freedom of religion, freedom of the press, protection against
standing armies, restriction of monopolies, the eternal and unremitting force of the habeas corpus laws, and trials by

jury.

It does me no injury for my neighbor to say there are twenty gods, or no god. It neither picks my pocket nor breaks
my legs."

Your humble and obedient servant
PART II. Head and Heart
My Dear Patsy,

From 8-10 practice music

From 10- 1 dance 1 day and draw another

From 3-4 read French

From 5-bedtime, read English, write and so forth...

I do not like your saying that you are unable to read ... your Livy...It is part of the American character to surmount
every difficulty by resolution and contrivance.... Consider conquering your Livy a habit without which you will be
thought a very helpless animal, and less esteemed.

If you love me, strive to be good and acquire those accomplishments which will go far towards ensuring the warmest
love of your affectionate father.

To Madame Maria Cosway

Having performed the sad office of handing you into your carriage, I turned on my heel, solitary and sad. The
following dialogue took place between my Head & my Heart:

Head: Do not bite at the bait of pleasure till you know there is no hook beneath the art of life is the art of avoiding
pain.

Heart: 1 am indeed the most wretched of all earthly beings. But when I look back on pleasures I am conscious they
were worth the price. We have no rose without its thorn, no pleasure without alloy.

I put an end to [the dialogue] by calling for my nightcap. I promise you on my honor that my future letters shall be of
a reasonable length. But, if your letters are as long as the Bible, they will appear short to me. Only let them be
brimful of affection.

As to myself my health is good, except my wrist which mends slowly, & my mind which mends not at all, but broods
constantly over your departure.



PART III. Justice Cannot Sleep

What a stupendous, what an incomprehensible machine is man, who can endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment,
and death itself, in vindication of his own liberty, and, the next moment inflict on his fellow men a bondage fraught
with misery.

Births, Deaths Etc. from 1779 to 1781: 9 blood colts, mares and ploughshares; 59 cattle; 30 sheep; 60 hogs; 75
bushels barley grown & destroyed; Hannibal, Patty, Sam, Sally, Nanny, Fanny, Prince, Nancy fled to the enemy and
died.

The whole commerce between master and slave is a perpetual exercise of the most unremitting despotism on the one
part, and degrading submissions on the other.

Blankets to the following:
Martin, Bob, Mary, Bett,
Old Jenny, Ned, George,
Ursula, Little George, Doll

I think a change already perceptible. The spirit of the master is abating, that of the slave rising, the way I hope
preparing, under the auspices of heaven, for a total emancipation. This abomination must have an end. And there is a
superior bench reserved in heaven for those who hasten it.

Number of souls in my family in Albemarle this year
Males of 16 years old & upwds free: 17, slaves 22
Females of 16 yrs old & upwds free, 5, slaves 17
Number of free 34, slaves 83

What an incomprehensible machine is man!

PART IV. Freedom of Reason

Within a few days I retire to my family, my books and farms.
All my wishes end, where I hope my days will end, at Monticello.

Our University is the last of my mortal cares, and the last service I can render my country. This institution will be
based on the illimitable freedom of the human mind. For here we are not afraid to follow truth wherever it may lead

nor to tolerate any error so long as reason is left free to combat it.

Establish and improve the law for educating the common people. Let our country know that the people alone can
protect them.

I shall not die without a hope that light and liberty are on steady advance. The flames kindled on the 4th of July 1776,
have spread over too much of the globe to be extinguished.

I shall not die without a hope that light and liberty are on steady advance.
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