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Program Notes: Teruah

Teruah, meaning joyous shout, is the title of my piece for shofar, brass ensemble and tympani. Co-
commissioned by the Pittsburgh Jewish Music Festival and the Jewish Music Commission of Los
Angeles in 2006, Teruah celebrates the holiday of Rosh HaShanah. The piece includes the major
shofar calls associated with the holiday: the Teruah, a series of nine very short blasts; the
Shevarim, which is a group of three broken blasts, the Tekiah, which is one long blast; and the
Tekiah Gedolah, an especially long blast. The brass ensemble and timpani respond to these calls,
taking up the joyous shout. I have also drawn on a beautiful Rosh HaShanah melody, composed
by Avraham Tzvi Kubowitzki, my husband Michael Kubovy’s paternal grandfather. The melody’s
words are “mevin umaazin, mabit umakshiv,”  (understands and listens, sees and attends to) and
are part of the portion of the service during which the shofar is blown.  The longer passage, of
which they are part, says “Please listen kindly, God on high, who understands and listens and sees
and attends to the shofar. Please remember us with kindeness.” The  words express the hope that
the  Lord will “understand and listen, look at and pay attention to” our plea. Mr. Kubowitzki
immigrated from a shtetl in Lithuania to Brussels, where he was a cantor. He composed many
songs that were sung by his sons, and some were passed on to his grandchildren who heard and
remembered them. I’m grateful to Michael for sharing this one, and dedicate the piece to him and
his family. For additional information visit www.judithshatin.com

Performance Notes

I composed Teruah for a Yemenite style shofar of about 36” in length. The fundamental pitch
should be as close as possible to Eb.

–JS
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2006, Wendigo Music
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