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Program Notes: The Jumblies

The Jumblies, a setting of the delightful poem of that name by
Edward Lear, was commissioned by the Peninsula Women’s Chorus,
and conductor Martin Benvenuto, in memory of chorister Mary
Ager. While | did not have the pleasure of knowing Mary, it is clear
that she brought great joy to all whose lives she touched, and | am
pleased to dedicate this piece to her. Mary’s sister, Lois Hinderlie,
offered several wonderful suggestions for texts to set, including this
poem. Other members of the chorus also made excellent suggestions.
However, when | learned about Mary’s deep interest in Victorian
literature, even earning a PhD in the subject, | felt that the Lear
poem was especially appropriate. The images are imaginative and the
whole is charming. Yet, there is a more serious message: the
importance of setting out on one’s journey without worrying about
what others think. In the end, they may well wish they had joined in!
Scored for treble chorus and piano, the music closely mirrors the
vivid images of the text. It is my hope that Mary, with her inclusive
musical taste and zest for singing, would have enjoyed it. For more
information, visit www.judithshatin.com. —-JS
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