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Program Notes: Songs of War and Peace

Songs of War and Peace (1998), is a setting of four poems by major Israeli
poets, with translations by outstanding American And Israeli poets, on the
complex, and all too timely, topic of war and peace. | chose poems
collected in the compelling book After the First Rain, a title which, in
colloquial Hebrew, also means “After the Shooter.” All poems are used by
permission. These poems represent the sadness and shock of the post-
Rabin enivronment, although some sing of hope as well. | chose four
poems: And How My Brother is Cain (Azriel Kaufman), The Rain is Ready
to Fall (Eytan Eytan); Peace (Ella Bat-Tzion) and Peace Poem After a
Ugarithic Inscription (Eli Netzer). The first poem is one of devastation and
its aftermath; the second of ambivalence and acceptance; the third of
peace; and the fourth, a command to end the cycle of war. | composed
Songs of War and Peace in commemoration of Israel’s Fiftieth
Anniversary. It was performed at the Carter Peace Center in Atlanta,
Georgia, where it was presented by the Israeli Consul. An orchestrated
version was commissioned by the Minnesota Center Chorale, directed by J.
Michele Edwards, in 2008. For additional information visit
www.judithshatin.com
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2. Peace is a Sea

Translation by Barbara Goldberg

Poem by Ella Bat-Tzion
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4. Call War Off The Land
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Poem by Eli Netzer
Translation by Moshe Dor
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