
 
JUDITH 
SHATIN 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

Flute/Piccolo, Clarinet,  
Violin, Cello, Piano      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Werther 



 
 
 
 
 

Program Notes:  WERTHER 
 
 
Werther, scored for flute, clarinet, violin, cello, and piano, was inspired by Goethe’s 
1774 novel, Sorrows of Young Werther. Romanticism, with its striving for the 
unobtainable, its reaching beyond, its emotional motivations, permeates the book. In 
a series of letters to a friend, Werther tells of his yearning for Lotte, who is already 
betrothed to Albert. Werther, after a deepening friendship with Lotte that cannot 
lead to fulfillment, ultimately commits suicide. Based on a conflation of 
autobiographical experiences and poetic imagination, Goethe’s Sorrows of Young 
Werther is a story of inner struggle. I have tried to musically express the 
psychological anguish, the lyrical encounters, and the sense of frustration that mark 
many of our experiences.   
 
Werther is a piece about the struggle to overcome inner demons.  It opens with a 
piercing cry into the void. The cello breaks free with a soliloquy to which the other 
instruments respond. The shape of the piece weaves around the interaction of the 
cello and violin, who eventually have their own duet. But it is interrupted with 
increasing impatience. The piano intones the inevitability of fate, especially in a solo 
close to the end. Then, in a frenzy, one hears the slammed piano lid echo the fatal 
shot of the shattering conclusion of the novel. Werther was composed for and 
premiered by Da Capo Chamber Players, who also recorded it on Dreamtigers, a disk 
of Shatin’s chamber music on the Innova label (#613). Performances include those by 
the Twentieth Century Consort, Alternate Currents, and the New Performance Group 
in Seattle, among others. For more information, visit www.judithshatin.com. –JS 
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# 34 " 24 ! # 34 24 " ! 34 24 34C CY CY C OC T C- C-CYG

C- C CW
G

CW OC(X ) T C
ff

>
C

CY C CC C>C B BW - S CW C CY C C CW CW CW
I

C C
f
G

h C
ÂÏ  cresc.

C G h C C G h C C C C C C C C C

accel.! 34 Q 24 Q Q Q 34 Q 24 Q 34 Q 24 Q 34
! 34 Q 24 Q Q Q 34 Q 24 Q 34 Q 24 Q 34
# 34 Q 24 Q Q Q 34 Q 24 Q 34 Q 24 Q 34

H[

]

187

! 34 24 Q 34
C.

ff
C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C.

I
C. OC> CY C> CY C C C

I
CY B>

f S UT
CW

Ï  cresc.

CY C OCX . CW . CX . C. CW . CW .

! 34 24 Q 34CY .
ff

C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C.I C. BW > B
f

> S G gC C CW
G C C

G h C C G gC
[

]

! 34 Q 24 Q Q 34CCW >ff
CC>
G C>C B>B B>

! 34 24 Q # Q 34OB
ff

>
C>ff

CY > BW B>
B>BY

H

! 34 24 Q 34CCCY Cff
CCCC CCCC CCCC CCCC CCCC CCCC CCCC CCCC CCCC CCCC CCCC

I CCCC BBY BW BW B>
B BY BW BW f> CCW C CCCG

C CCC CCC BBB
T TG gC C

! 34 Q 24 Q Q Q # 34CCY CC G
CY

CC CC BB
# 34 24 Q Q 34CCY CY CCC CCC CCC CCC CCC CCC CCC CCC CCC CCC CCCI

CCC C CW >> CY >>
BBBW B T TG gCY C
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[

]

193

! 34 Q Q Q Q Q
CW

ff
> C> C> C> C> C> CW > C> C> C> C> C>

to Picc.

! 34 Q QC
ff

> C> C> C> C> C> C> C> C> C> C> C>
CW > C> C> C> C> C> CW > C> C> C> C> C>

gCW >
T Rt t t t t t t t t t t t

[

]

! 34 Q Q Q QOB OBW ___>ff CY ___>
T g

C ___>
g

C ___ T CY ___>
T g

C ___>
g

C ___ Tsul pont.
(sul pont)

# 34 Q Q Q QOB___ >
ff

OBW CY ___> T gC ___>
gC ___ T CY ___> T gC ___>

gC ___ Tsul pont. (sul pont)

! 34 Q Q Q Q QCCW CW CW Cff
CC CCC CC CCC CC CCC CC CCC CC CCC CCW CW CW C CC CCC CC CCC CC CCC CC CCC CC CCC

# 34 QCCY Cff
CCC CCC CCY C CCC CCC CY >CY C(X ) C>CC C>CC C>CC C>CC C>CC CY >CY C(X ) C>CC C>CC C>CC C>CC C>CC CY >CY T h

C>C h
CC T CY >CY T h

C>C h
CC T

# 34 QT gC> C C> C C> C C> C C> C C> CY > C> C> C> C> C> CY > C> C> C> C> C> CY C(X ) >
T C g

C> C g
C

T CY C(X ) >
T C g

C> C g
C

T
ee

[

]

200

! Q 24 34 44 Q Qh
CW >Piccolo

T S h
CW >

T S h
CW >

T S S h
CW >

T R
ÍÏ

! Q 24 34 44 Qh CW > T S h CW > T S h CW > T S S OBW > A
ÍÏ

[

]

! 24 34 44 QCY ___>
T gC ___>

gC ___ T CY
Ê S CY

Ê S CY
Ê S S

OBX > A
pizz.

arco 
senza vib.

# 24 34 Q 44 QCY ___> T gC ___>
gC ___ T CY Ê S CY Ê S CY Ê S S CY >

Ê S Rpizz.

! Q 24 Q Q 34 Q Q 44 Q Q
# 24 34 44 QCY >CY T h

C>C h
CC T h

CY >CY T S h
CY >CY T S h

CY >CY T S S h �> T S T h �> h �> T S R
rap sharply
on piano lid *

# 24 34 44 QCY C(X ) >
T C g

C> C g
C

T CY g
C(X ) >

T S CY g
C(X ) >

T S CY g
C(X ) >

T S S CY g
C(X ) >

T S T C g
C> CY g

C(X ) >e
T S R

* or slam piano lid against casing.




